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January Message From Your District Directors  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Let me start off by saying we hope everyone had a joyous holiday season and wish for all to have a Happy, 

Healthy and Safe New Year. Gosh, itôs 2009 already! Time flies when youôre having fun. This past year has 

been a blast for Jeanette & me. We have had such a wonderful time attending Chapter Poker Runs and 

visiting with various chapters in the District; we just wish we could have gotten to see all of you in 2008.  

As you read this, most of you will be at the Chapter Directorsô Conference in Kissimmee. We offer a fun 

filled day and a half of information and friendship. We will be installing new Officers for some chapters and 

we hope to provide a friendly atmosphere for learning some of the business aspects of our association. We 

guarantee you an informative and enjoyable time. We want to thank Region A Director Bob & Nan Shrader 

and Assistant Region A Director Ed Porter for showing their support by attending our CD Conference. Also, 

thanks to all the Chapter Directors and their Staffs for attending.  

With just two months to go until the Florida District Wing Gathering in Kissimmee, we hope everyone has 

made reservations at the Radisson Worldgate Resort. There are still some rooms available, but they are 

moving fast. The theme for this year is ñUnder the Seaò, so break into Davy Jonesôs locker, letôs see some 

great costumes and come have some fun with us on March 12th, 13th & 14th 2009. To support the Rider 

Education Program, we will be raffling off a 2009 GL 1800 at closing ceremonies. We also have some other 

surprises for you this year.  

Thanks to all the Chapter Directors and Treasurers for getting your Chapter Charter Fees in on time again 

this year. There was no tooth pulling or anything this time. These fees help pay for the Third Party Liability 

Insurance provided by GWRRA. You guys just did it. We were even given a little kudos by the Region 

Director for having it in early. You guys are just awesome!  

An early reminder that the Florida District Trainers will provide a Horizon Seminar in Sebring, FL on 

Saturday and Sunday May 2nd & 3rd, 2009. This seminar is for Chapter Directors, Assistant Chapter 

Directors and anyone who might be considering becoming a volunteer chapter officer. The cost is only 

$12.00 and is well worth it for the amount of fun you will have. The seminar is geared towards the operation 

of a GWRRA Chapter, useful ideas, and problem solving with input from other Chapter Directors. Please 

contact Florida District Trainer Doug Gray for any information pertaining to the Horizon Program.  

Again, we wish you all the Happiest of New Years and Jeanette & I hope to see you all at a GWRRA event 

in 2009.  

We hope to see you at a GWRRA event in 2009.  

Ed & Jeanette Carr  

Florida District Directors  

FLDistrictDirector@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:FLDistrictDirector@hotmail.com
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GGGaaaiiilllõõõsss   RRReeefffllleeeccctttiiiooonnnsss         

Itôs a new year. 2009! Happy New Year! As I look back on the last six months as your Chapter Director, I 

can only think to myself, Gee itôs been fun!!!!!   

 

I want to thank all the Miami Wings for their hard work and dedication during this time. A successful 

Chapter is made up of people that like to ride and meet other like-minded individuals (just like all of you!), 

and I could not have done it without you. 

 

 Miami Wings have been on numerous Bandit Runs (we won the Region Wanderer plaque for the year, and 

weôre neck-and-neck for the District plaque to be awarded in March).  

 

Twenty-nine of us went to Wing Ding in Greenville SC (what a fireworks display), and had a wonderful 

time. The rides were picturesque, the vendors many, and the friends, old and new, plentiful.  

 

Miami Wings put on an amazing Rally at John Stretch Park (first in over 10 years). We are very proud to be 

able to contribute to the ongoing efforts of the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation. 

 

Miami Wings escorted Santa at Westchester Mall (German was a great Santa), greeting children and adults 

alike, granting a few Santaôs best wishes for Christmas.  

 

Miami Wings participated in the City of South Miami Christmas Parade. How about that Grinch? Mrs. Claus 

was a huge hit and what about those sexy elves? 

 

And Miami Wings had a fun Holiday Dinner at the Capri in Homestead to finish off the year. Fifty people 

attended, partaking in those stolen gifts and camaraderie alike!  

 

And thatôs only touching on a few of the happenings since I became Chapter Director! 

 

Iôm looking forward to 2009 being an even busier year (if possible), and I look forward to seeing not only 

those folks who ride regularly, but a few more of you out there having a good time with us. 

          

     P.S. So many of you ride, would any couple be interested in 

      Couple of the Year? Many fun opportunities. 

      Give me a call ï letôs talk about it! 

 Gail 
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Passengers Are NOT Helpless 

Should something happen to the rider 
 

By: James R. Davis 

 
 

The general impression amongst motorcyclists is that a passenger would be totally helpless when it comes to 

controlling the motorcycle should something happen to the rider. Nonsense! 

 

An accident occurred in Ohio, I believe, some years ago where a deer attempted to jump over a motorcycle 

from the side and hit the rider, knocking him completely off the bike. The man's wife was a passenger at the 

time and she managed to take control of the bike and get it off to the side of the road and slowed it down so 

greatly that it simply fell over (into the grass.) 

 

Well, you argue, since there was no rider in front of her she was able to reach the controls. 

 

In fact, even if the rider was still there having, for example, simply collapsed from a heart attack, the 

passenger can almost always still gain control of the motorcycle. 

 

Two controls that the passenger usually cannot reach are the gear shift lever and the rear brake, but the three 

that he/she CAN reach are the clutch lever, the throttle, and the front brake. (And, not incidentally, the 

engine cutoff switch.) Thus, the passenger can steer the bike as well as control its speed. 

 

Even with a rider backrest, a passenger can stand on his/her pegs and lean over the rider to gain control of 

the bike. Cash and I have practiced this maneuver and demonstrated it to several motorcycle groups at rallies 

and other gatherings. 

 

It does not take a rider (or anyone at all on the bike) to balance a motorcycle moving at any reasonable 

speed. Because of trail there is an automatic attempt by all motorcycles to get vertical and steer in a straight 

line. In other words, though there will likely be some wild gyrations of the bike as it finds its way to a stable 

posture, there is TIME available to the passenger to get control of that bike. 

 

First order of business is to slow it down. Second order of business is to steer it to as safe a place as possible 

before it falls over, because fall over it will. 

 

Before it falls over that engine cutoff switch should be turned off. 

 

The passenger is certainly not helpless. Perhaps it would be a good thing to let him/her know it and even 

practice (at a dead stop, engine off, on the side stand) assuming control, no? 

 

Following is a picture of Cash and myself using my GoldWing in a Co-Rider Safety Demo showing her 

taking control of my bike even though I was still in the rider's saddle and there is a backrest between us. Note 

that she was not standing nearly as tall as she could have should she have needed to because I was not as far 

out of the way as I was in the demo. 
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On Saturday, December 6th, six Miami Wings members rode to Zephyrhills to attend  

FL1-S's annual Mingle Jingle Rally.  We were:  Vince & Myriam Andreu, Alan Criado, 

Rodney Cullen, Denis Turcotte & Darla Williams. 

  

The event was very well attended and the meal was not the typical rally fare of hot dogs  

and hamburgers.  The Road Runners served a holiday meal of turkey, ham, sweet potatoes, 

green beans, stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy.   

  

There were vendors and games, door prizes , a 50/50 drawing and trophies.   

Denis and I received trophies (Rider & Co-Rider) for the longest distance traveled. 

  

Many bikes & trailers were decorated with lights, stuffed animals and wrapped "gifts" for the 

parade that evening.  The creativity, time and effort that went into the decorations was 

impressive.  

  

We are glad we went and look forward to going again in '09.  

 
  

    DARLA  

  Every day above ground is a good day!  
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Tomorrow We Sail, or in our case Ride . . .  

Champagne Recipe  

If you're celebrating the start of a new project, adventure, or 
just a new day, here's the perfect cocktail for you           
after the Ride is done, of course!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/2 shot LBV Port 
1/2 shot dark rum 
1/4 shot triple sec 
Champagne  

Add port, rum and triple sec to a glass.  

Top off with Champagne, and garnish with a twist of orange.  

Note that triple sec is in essence cheap Cointreau, and cheap Grand Marnier. So if you 
want to "up the ante", you can move up to one of those two higher end liqueurs. In my 
example I used Cointreau. I also went with a blueberry port rather than a straight port, to 
give it some additional flavor. Whatever port you enjoy is fine!  

Thanks to wineintro.com    

Remember, if you have a favorite recipe you would like to share - send it to Gail at 

 erlingtwo@juno.com   


