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Leadership Training is available to ALL participants not just officers; although Gail and Vince were required 
to attend OCP as Chapter Director and Assistant Chapter Director,  Ron & Eileen and we (Denis & Darla) also 
attended and found the classes very informative and recommend them to anyone who wants to know more 
about GWRRA. Plus we'll get more points.

We will get points toward the CHOY for attending Leadership Training and we need at least 5 participants to 
attend seminars at our District Convention next month. These seminars are informative,educational and not 
boring. Denis and I have attended 22 seminars since last June and are hoping to become Leadership Trainers 
in the near future.

Denis & Darla
FL2-E Membership Enhancement Coordinators
southernmostcoy@gmail.com
305-731-0507

YOU KNOW YOU’RE A BIKER WHEN:

- Your best friends are named after animals.
- Your best shoes have steel toes.
- You have motorcycle parts in the dishwasher.
- Your idea of jewelry is chains and barbwire.
- You can tell what kind of bugs they are by the taste of them.
- You’re only sunburned on the back of your hands.
- You carry a picture of your bike in your wallet.
- Any day you ride is a good day.
- Your other vehicle is a truck with motorcycle ramps in it.
- Your three piece suit is Chaps, Leather Vests & a Leather Jacket.
- Your kids learn to ride on the back of your bike before they can walk.
- Your garage has more square footage than your house.
- Your coffee table collapses from the weight of motorcycle magazines
- You throw a party and more bikes show up than cars.
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THINGS TO DO GWRRA
February 5 FL1-K2 Motorcycle Skills Challenge & Rally Clearwater

February 19-20 Officer Certification Program Kissimmee

February 19 FL2-G Chili Cook Off Fort Meyers

February 25-26 FL1-A2 Lakeside Rally Tallahassee

March 17-19 Florida District Rally/Convention
“OLD TIME RENDEZVOUS”

Kissimmee

March 31-April 2 Alabama District Rally/Convention Huntsville, AL

April 2 FL1-K Disabled American Veterans Poker Run Palm Coast

April 3 FL1-E2 American Diabetes Poker Run Fort Walton Beach

April 9 FL1-B Road Rally Seffner

April 9 Ride for Kids Jacksonville

April 16 FL1-W Green Eggs & Ham Orlando

April 28-30 South Carolina District Rally/Convention Charleston, SC

May 14 FL1-F2 Chapter Rally Ocala

May 21-22 Horizon Program TBD

June 16-18 Georgia District Wing Fling Duluth, GA

July 6-9 Wing Ding Knoxville, TN

August 20-21 Officer Certification Program TBD

September 15-17 Region “A” Rally/Convention Tupelo, MS

October 22-23 Horizon Program TBD

October 29 FL1-H2 Howl-O-Ween Harvest Picnic Orlando/Christmas
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February 2 Lunch Ride Flora & Ellaʼs Restaurant, LaBelle

February 2 FL2-R Monthly Gathering 7p 9000 SW 50th Place, Cooper City

February 2 Don Camerone Bike Night 730p 9491 NW 77th AV, Hialeah

February 2 Hooters Bike Night 7p 7990 Pines Blvd. Pembroke Pines

February 3 HAPPY BIRTHDAY RICK SCHMIDT

February 3 Bike Night Bettyʼs Best Burgers Recruiting 7800 SW 104th Street, Pinecrest

February 4 Liberty Association Club House Dinner 7p 7210 NW 72nd St., Miami

February 5 FL1-K2 Motorcycle Skills and Challenge Rally Clearwater

February 5 Everglades City Seafood Festival
(Meet at Miccosukke Restaurant 8a for breakfast)

Everglades City

February 9 Lunch Ride TBD

February 9 Don Camerone Bike Night 730p 9491 NW 77th AV, Hialeah

February 9 Hooters Bike Night 7p 7990 Pines Blvd. Pembroke Pines

February 10 Bike Night Bettyʼs Best Burgers Recruiting 7800 SW 104th Street, Pinecrest

February 11 Liberty Association Club House Dinner 7p 7210 NW 72nd St., Miami

February 12 Garlic Festival Delray Beach

February 16 Lunch Ride TBD

February 16 Don Camerone Bike Night 730p 9491 NW 77th AV, Hialeah

February 16 Hooters Bike Night 7p 7990 Pines Blvd. Pembroke Pines

February 17 Bike Night Bettyʼs Best Burgers Recruiting 7800 SW 104th Street, Pinecrest

February 18 HAPPY BIRTHDAY ELBA MATILLA

February 18 Liberty Association Club House Dinner 7p 7210 NW 72nd St., Miami

February 19-20 Officers Certification Program Kissimmee

February 19 FL2-G Chili Cook Off Fort Meyers

February 19 Ride to Titanic Restaurant South Miami

February 20 HAPPY BIRTHDAY CHARLIE DAYE

February 20 FL2-E Monthly Gathering Breakfast 8a, 
Gathering 9a

Golden Corral 33525 S. Dixie 
Highway

THINGS TO DO FL2-E
February 2011
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February 23 Lunch Ride TBD

February 23 Don Camerone Bike Night 730p 9491 NW 77th AV, Hialeah

February 23 Hooters Bike Night 7p 7990 Pines Blvd. Pembroke Pines

February 24 Bike Night Bettyʼs Best Burgers Recruiting 7800 SW 104th Street, Pinecrest

February 25 FL1-A2 Lakeside Rally Tallahassee

February 25 Liberty Association Club House Dinner 7p 7210 NW 72nd St., Miami

February 26 LaBelle Swamp Cabbage Festaval LaBelle

February 26 Late Lunch Early Dinner Ride to Deli Lane South Miami

February 27 Police Ride from Snapper Creek to Key Largo
Registration 830a-11. $10

Snapper Creek

February 28 HAPPY BIRTHDAY RUSSELL FAIBISCH

THINGS TO DO FL2-E
February 2011

additional rides may be added as 
they come up.  E-mails will be 

sent to notify all riders
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Gathering Gossip
Gail Landsnaes:
•The District Wanderer is no longer.  It has been retired.  The Region Wanderer is still wandering 

around.
•Chapter visitation rules have changed.
•2nd chance drawing winners for 2010 were:

•Karl Sickle $200 gift certificate to Rick Case
•Jimmy Hill won a set of GL1800 tires from Halfbreed Cycles.
•Rudy Padron won Kuryakyn LED lighted brake covers valued at $600 from Rick Case.

•Florida District Rally shirts are $15.
•After todays gathering we are going on an afternoon ride to Ave Maria near Naples.
•We have guests visiting from South Carolina and FL2-R.
•Gail attended the Chapter Directer Rally in Kissimmee along with Denis, Darla, Ron, Eileen, and 

Vince.
•At the rally we have security detail at the District Rally on Friday from 8a-12p and the 

hospitality room.  We need volenteers to help.
•On Sunday Jan 23, there is a early dinner ride at Dave and Busters at 4p.
•On Sunday Jan 23, there is a treasure hunt/ride in Key Largo.  Entrance fee is $20/

Chuck Harvey:
•Mentioned the Ride for Kids and the PBTF.
•It is the official charity of the GWRRA and FL2-E.
•He kindly asks for a donation in the amount of a gallon of gas ($3)
•April 3 is the South-East RIde for Kids.

Darla Williams:
•Talked about the Chapter of the Year Program
•Since the district retired the wanderer there is really no incentive to visit chapters, however we 

can strive to become the chapter of the year.
•For every event, ride, gathering, whatever there needs to be a sign in sheet so we can receive 

credit for the event.  We dont need to turn in the sign in sheets, but we need to produce them if 
necessary

•All Chapter of the Year information is on the GWRRA website under Membership Enhancement.
•Also we need calenders for the beginning of the month for all planned events and a calender at the 

end of the months to show all rides and events.

Rodney Cullen:
•Intoduced the 2011 Couple of the Year, Lee and Karen Chamberlain.
•Denis Turcotte & Darla Williams had the 2010 high mileage at over 39,000.
•Presented Lou Cayedo for his 8th place high mileage.
•Mentioned that Ruth Harvey is our greeter for FL2-E and that we are the only chapter to have one.
•Rodney stepped down as the Safety Coordinator and now Ray Regan is the new Safety 

Coordinatior.
•Talked about the REP Levels Program.  Also it is in this months newsletter.
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Door Prizes:
•Karl Sickle, Halfbreed oil change
•Tom Horn, Friction Zone oil change
•Elizabeth Padron, Friction Zone oil change
•Myriam Andreu, Goldwing t-shirt
•Vince Andreu, motorcycle polish--------------------------------
•Diane Schmidt, $25 gift card to Tex Mex
•Denis & Darla, digital tire guage
•Chuck Harvey, Tool Kit
•Chuck Harvey, $5 Blockbuster rental card
•Vince Andreu, Kuryakyn LED faring lights----------------
•Josefina Martinez, Ceramic Frog

Ride Incentive Winner:
•Barbara Gall $140

50/25/25 Winners:
•Elba Matilla $46
•Chuck Harvey $46

Doug Roths friend Marlee won the giant Gorilla...

Sandra is our wonderful server, dont forget your bill does not include her services.

10630 Overseas Highway
Key Largo, FL 33037

Shop: (305) 453-7070
Fax: (305) 453-7005
halfbreedcycles@terranov.net

mailto:halfbreedcycles@terranov.net
mailto:halfbreedcycles@terranov.net
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COUPLE OF THE YEAR 2011
Lee and Karen Chamberlain

Wow, where has the time gone! January, even with its colder 
weather has certainly been a month of happenings. And we 
have been honored to now participate as COY alongside 
Denis & Darla, two of our favorite people. Their exemplary 
year has been one others, including us, look at with awe. We 
can only have hopes of achieving even a portion of their COY 
accomplishments.

And yes, even though it’s not mandatory to dress alike, we 
have decided we want to embrace this concept. And this is no 
small undertaking. Finding clothing and, yes I’m going to say 
it, that appears complementary to the woman as well as the 
man, has been quite the challenge. Oh, and lest we forget, Mr. 
Polar Bear / always too warm does not like long sleeves, oh 
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no, he would prefer to be in short sleeves! He would prefer not to wear shirts with flowers (nice roses appeared in one 
advertisement, which he immediately nixed as a no-no). Oh and, he does not shop. So off to the Mall I went, in search 
of short-sleeved, cotton, complementary, no flowers shirts! I have succeeded in buying a nice array of short sleeved 
attractive shirts. I do not necessarily think I hit every mark but was pleased when we wore our matching outfits to our 
monthly Gathering and Darla immediately noticed and complimented us on the look – which was very appreciated.

We participated in a variety of rides and events in January but by far our most special has to be the time we were able to 
spend with Doug & Laura Roberts. First enjoying a wonderful meal at Shorty’s BBQ when they arrived, to our 
impromptu dinner party the next evening, to our dinner all squeezed together at Dave & Buster’s. Dinner at our home 
(whew, got off work early to be there!) - thank you Dick, Diane, and Mom, Vince, Gail, Mike, and my beloved Lee (the 
cook) in what turned into a night of laughter and good times. Sunday found Doug and Laura plus eleven Miami Wings 
at Dave & Buster’s. Everyone mingled and table hopped to talk to everyone else. It was nice Denny and Joyce were 
able to a part of our get-together. And, their last evening Doug and Laura joined Mike, Lee, and Gail at Ruby 
Tuesday’s, which provided relaxation and a quieter, good time. We were having so much fun, it was sad to say farewell 
as they made their way north.  These memories we will always have in our hearts.

Our office / game room (one room with computer desks for each of us) now has a wall hook. This is a simple 5-inch 
piece of wood with a metal hook. On it are the words: 

   Laugh
Cherish Yesterday

Dream Tomorrow
        Live Today
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We have placed our COY medallions on this hook. We see it each time we enter and exit. I cannot think of a better 
sediment to go forward with as the 2011 Chapter FL2-E, Miami Wings, Couple of the Year.

Sincerly,

Lee and Karen Chamberlain
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From the Educator’s Saddle
Ron Houghton, FL2-E Rider Educator
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Ride for Fun – Ride Safe
 Just learned that a recent survey found that Miami, 
Florida is the 4th aggressive city in the United States of 
America. Actually, I thought it would be first. I don't know what 
was used for a measuring stick or what that means at all. Due 
to the multi-ethnicity and diversity of the cultural influences 
within the Miami area, many interpretations may beI'll stick to 
the road-worthy stuff.

 I wrote previously about the distractions that occur while 
driving any vehicle. I have nothing new to add to that except that 
the frequency of distractions by others have perceptually increased 
through my personal observation. I recently read an article by 
Jackei Vaughan titled: “You Must be Crazy to Ride a Motorcycle”; 
There is mention of the statements: “Zealous four-wheelers are 
bent on saving us from our own stupidity.” “ Of course our bulbs are 
dim.” And, “Anyone bright wouldn't go near one of those two-
wheeled death machines.” I personally have never heard of those 
phrases before. You can add them to your list of “ how others 
perceive motorcyclist.”

 Most motorcyclists understand the risks of riding. Or should! 
Within my professional circles, we talk about “Life Management 
Skills” and attempt to help others put their pieces back together in 
different ways to enhance their “Quality of Life.” It is unfortunate that 
many who present themselves for help are there because they 
need to please someone else. Riding motorcycles is risky and to
become a safer rider is to learn how to manage risks. Here is a quandary. What is the meaning of 
learning? Becoming knowledgeable isn't it. It is just knowing about something. Changing behavior is 
what counts. We have all taken test after studying hard to find out we didn't get 100%. Curiosity 

takes over and one might want to know what questions they failed to 
answer correctly. It seems I now remember those answers more than 
the ones I got right. I've noticed that some take motorcycle courses 
for secondary gains. They pass the test to get their endorsement but 
then continue to ride as before.

 Rider educators report that to learn to manage risks better is to 
take a motorcycle rider course. There are two parts to any 
motorcycle course. Learning both mental and physical skills. 



Volume 32, Issue 2 The Miami Wing FEBRUARY 2011

Page 16

Becoming aware of your mental and physical limits is important, 
managing them takes practice. Jackie Vaughan reports: 
“Knowing our limits, the limits of our machines, and the limits of 
our environment and riding within those limits is also critical. 
We must remember that those limits change constantly and 
adapt our riding style to conform to them.” Possessing excellent 
riding skills alone won't hack the emotional trials you may 
experience during heavy traffic while trying to squash the desire 
to follow suit what others might be doing that is just dumb. 
Taking a course may help your emotional skills by testing your 
limits and becoming mentally challenged. I need to practice, for 
example, emergency-riding management during wet conditions. 
My reaction time is slowed down by fear. That always presents 
itself during an advanced course. One time, the instructor 
pointed right and I went left and outside the cone. Had the 
chance to redo the exercise and still messed up but not as bad. 
Knowing our weaknesses indicates a need to practice 
overcoming them to become a better rider.

 Here is a catch. A little fear also keeps us safer. When 
does practicing our limits become excessive and we exceed 
them.  There is a point when the bike will fall down at that angle no how skilled you are. Learning 
that while doing practice is good but not by pressing the limits while leading a group to lunch. There 
are too many unpredictable variables that present while riding during actual road conditions. Riding 
may be more enjoyable when we don't have to think about the dangers we create for ourselves. 
Ride Safer.

          Ron H!ghton
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GWRRA Rider Education Levels 
Program 

Purpose

The GWRRA Rider Education Program (REP) is intended to make the motorcycle environment safer by reducing 
injuries and fatalities and increasing motorcyclist skills and awareness.  The REP does not propose to have all the 
answers.  However, our close-working relationship with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF), as well as additional 
GWRRA programs and studies, has provided a wealth of information for use in establishing a comprehensive Rider 
Education Program.  Through Commitment, Education and Application, we can reduce our accident rate 
significantly. Listed below  are several benefits of a fully implemented GWRRA Rider Education Program at the 
Chapter level:

• Increased rider knowledge
• Increased rider safety skills
• Prevention of accidents
• Reduced injuries
• Reduced fatalities
• Improved general public image of motorcyclists
• Enhanced enjoyment of motorcycle riding

The motorcycle community is already realizing many positive benefits from the GWRRA Rider Education Program.  
Through the efforts of  the Rider Education Officers and participation of  the membership and others, we will reach our 
goal of establishing the safest motorcycle environment possible.

Level I: Safety by Commitment - The first big step to success
Level I of the Rider Education Program is also referred to as Safe Miles.  It represents the commitment of  the Rider 
and/or the Co-Rider to practice safe motorcycle operation whenever they operate their motorcycle.

Safety is a state of  mind which can only be attained through total commitment.  Every successful 
accomplishment begins with a commitment to reach the intended objective.  This is true of  the 
Rider Education Program and includes a promise to learn for the sake of Rider, Co-Rider, friends 
and family, and others on the road.

Though there is no mileage requirement to enter Level I, the commitment to safe riding is 
tracked by the number of  accident free miles since joining GWRRA.  Accident free miles are 
accumulated in 5,000 mile increments and may be updated at yearly intervals.

Requirement: Verbal commitment to ride safely at all times.
No cost to sign up. Patches available at $6.00 per participant
Receive: "Safe Miles" patch, Rider (or Co-rider) Rocker, and mileage pin.

Level II: Safety By Education

Level II of the REP is also referred to as Tour Rider.  It represents the commitment of  the Rider and/or Co-Rider to be 
safer motorcycle riders by taking approved motorcycle riding courses at regular intervals.

GWRRA has chosen several educational training programs for the Riders and Co-Riders such as the MSF (Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation) programs, the United Sidecar Association course, the CSC (Canadian Safety Council) programs, 
and the GWRRA's Advanced Riding courses and Parking Lot Practice programs.  (See note in the Rider Education 
Manual on PLP.)

Page 17



Volume 32, Issue 2 The Miami Wing FEBRUARY 2011

Completing these courses provides the foundation and skills for your quest to be a 
safe motorcycle rider.  All recognized programs with the exception of  the PLP are 
taught by qualified and Nationally certified instructors. PLPs use our Facilitators to 
administer the program.

For the Co-Rider, we have provided an excellent seminar and “Two Up” programs to 
assist in their role in the safety aspect of motorcycle riding.

Motorcycle education goes "hand in hand" with commitment. The "on bike" education 
by MSF, USCA, CSC and GWRRA for the Rider and Co-Rider and the "off  bike" 
education designed specifically for the Co-Rider, provide a very effective approach to 
motorcycle safety.  This is when a REP participant truly begins to understand what 
the Level I commitment means and sees the value in the program

Requirement: Rider - a Certified Rider Course with 5,000 safe miles. Co-Rider - 
certified Co-rider Seminar or 2-up Rider Course
No cost to sign up. Patches available at $5.00 per participant
Receive: "Red Triangle" patch for either Rider or Co-rider signifying Level II 
participant.

Level III: Safety by Preparedness

Level III of  the REP is also referred to as Certified Tour Rider/Co-Rider.  It represents the commitment of the Rider 
and/or Co-Rider to be prepared in the event of an accident to give aid and possibly save lives.  This is done by being 
knowledgeable in First Aid or CPR and carrying a first aid kit on their motorcycle at all times.

It would be wonderful if we could achieve the coveted goal of zero accidents, however, 
we know realistically, accidents will happen.  Because of this, it is important to be fully 
prepared to lend aid to unfortunate accident victims.  It is important to always be 
prepared to save a life. Level III of the Rider Education Program was developed to deal 
with such circumstances by recognizing and encouraging proper First Aid or CPR 
training.  CPR (Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation), has been used to save many lives.  
Being trained to render CPR or First Aid is a tremendous asset to those the REP 
participant will come in contact with daily.

Requirement: Current in Level ll and have taken either First Aid or CPR training
No cost to sign up. Patches available at $4.00 per participant
Receive: "Certified Tour Rider" or "Certified Co-Rider" patch

Level IV: Safety By Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness
Level IV is the most prestigious of  the REP levels and is referred to as Master 
Tour Rider/Co-Rider.  It represents the highest commitment of  the Rider and/
or Co-Rider to safe riding and preparedness.  This commitment is shown by a 
demonstrated history of  safe miles and current certification in both First Aid 
and CPR..  These Master Tour Riders/Co-Riders are the finest example to 
everyone of  the highest commitment to safe motorcycle operation and 
preparedness.

Level IV of  the REP, the Master Tour Rider, was designed for those special 
caring individuals who desire to "be all they can be" with regards to motorcycle 
safety.  The requirements are more stringent than Level III and require a 
greater commitment.  These individuals are caring, trained and prepared with 
the experience to back them up.  It is realized Level IV is not for everyone, but 
for those who desire to be of  greater service to their fellow  man, it is the correct 
prescription.
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Why desire to be a Level IV Master Tour 
Rider?  It's a worthy goal.  Being prepared 
to save a life is a high calling indeed!  
These individuals are shining examples to 
the rest of  the GWRRA membership.  
Others aspire to practice the same 
commitment as displayed by those who 
have attained Level IV.  For that reason, 
b e c a u s e t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s a r e  
ambassadors to the members at all levels, 
GWRRA provides a special gathering to 
c e l e b r a t e t h e M a s t e r To u r R i d e r 
commitment each year at the District Rally, 
Region D Rally and Wing Ding.

Requirement: Current in Level lll for one 
year and have taken both First Aid and 
CPR training. Have 25,000 Safe Miles and 
must be committed to riding with "Proper 
Riding Gear" at all times.
Cost: $35.00 for each participant (Black 
and Gold patch is available for another 
$8.00)
Receive: "Special Triangular" patch with 
dark blue border and your individual Master 
number embroidered on it.

Note: all Level Program Patches 
are also available in "Black and 

Gold" 
at a charge of $1.00 extra per level 

for levels I, II, and III.

To sign up or to receive more information, contact 
any Rider Education Officer

Joanne & Greg
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Rides and Events

On Jan 8th, Karen and Mike led a group of 15 Miami Wings to lunch at Gilbert’s 
Marina. That was the weekend of the CD conference, so Lee, Vince, Rodney, Denis 
and Darla, Ron and Eileen and Gail weren’t there.

On Jan 15th, 8 Miami Wings attended the anniversary get together at Halfbreed 
Cycles in Key Largo.  They had a free chili cook off.  There were 10 
contestants in the cook off with the winner walking away with $200,  Halfbreed 
handed out small samples of each of the 10 chili’s and we voted for which one 
we liked best.  There were bowls available so people could each chili until it 
was all gone.

After the monthly gathering on Jan 16th, 20 Miami Wings on 15 cycles rode to 
Ave Maria, over near Naples.  What a beautiful community!  We took pictures, 
toured the church, and had lunch at the Queen Mary Pub, which served 
traditional English fare.

On Wed, Jan 19th, Denis led 8 riders to lunch in Okeechobee.  Denis is planning 
lunch rides each Wednesday, so check your e-mail for the next one.

On Sunday, Jan 23, we had a lunch ride to Dave and Busters in the Dolphin Mall.  
Well, to the 12 Miami Wings that attended, I apologize.  I forgot it was a 
playoff Sunday.  Parking was VERY hard to find, and the restaurant ended up 
putting tables in the putting green area for us.  But, the food was delicious, 
as usual, and everyone seemed to have a good time.  

On the last ride for the month, on Jan 30th, 12 of us rode to the Clewiston Inn 
for their Sunday Brunch.  It was a great ride, perfect weather.

-GAIL
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Crazed	 Squirrel	 Attacks	 Man	 on	 
Motorcycle

I	 never	 dreamed	 that	 slowly	 cruising	 on	 my	 motorcycle	 through	 a	 residential	 neighborhood	 could	 
be	 so	 incredibly	 dangerous!	 Little	 did	 I	 suspect.	 I	 was	 on Cumberland	 Cove	 Rd. -	 a	 very	 nice	 
neighborhood	 with	 perfect	 lawns	 and	 slow	 traffic.	 As	 I	 passed	 an	 oncoming	 car,	 a	 brown	 furry	 
missile	 shot	 out	 from	 under	 it	 and	 tumbled	 to	 a	 stop	 immediately	 in	 front	 of	 me.

It	 was	 a	 squirrel	 and	 must	 have	 been	 trying	 to	 run	 across	 the	 road	 when	 it	 encountered	 the	 car.	 
I	 really	 was	 not	 going	 very	 fast,	 but	 there	 was	 no	 time	 to	 brake	 or	 avoid	 it	 --	 it	 was	 that	 
close!	 .	 I	 hate	 to	 run	 over	 animals,	 and	 I	 really	 hate	 it	 on	 a	 motorcycle;	 but	 a	 squirrel	 should	 
pose	 no	 danger	 to	 me.

I	 barely	 had	 time	 to	 brace	 for	 the	 impact.	 Animal	 lovers,	 never	 fear.	 Squirrels,	 I	 discovered,	 
can	 take	 care	 of	 themselves!

Inches	 before	 impact,	 the	 squirrel	 flipped	 to	 his	 feet.	 He	 was	 standing	 on	 his	 hind	 legs	 and	 
facing	 my	 oncoming 	 Honda	 1800	 Goldwing with	 steadfast	 resolve	 in	 his	 beady	 little	 eyes.	 His	 
mouth	 opened;	 and	 at	 the	 last	 possible	 second,	 he	 screamed	 and	 leapt!	 I	 am	 pretty	 sure	 the	 
scream	 was	 squirrel	 for,	 "Bonzai!"	 or	 maybe,	 "Die	 you	 gravy-sucking,	 heathen	 scum!"	 The	 leap	 was	 
nothing	 short	 of	 spectacular.	 He	 shot	 straight	 up,	 flew	 over	 my	 windshield,	 and	 impacted	 me	 
squarely	 in	 the	 chest.	 Instantly,	 he	 set	 upon	 me.	 If	 I	 did	 not	 know	 better,	 I	 would	 have	 sworn	 
he	 brought	 20	 of	 his	 little	 buddies	 along	 for	 the	 attack.	 Snarling,	 hissing,	 and	 tearing	 at	 my	 
clothes,	 he	 was	 a	 frenzy	 of	 activity.	 As	 I	 was	 dressed	 only	 in	 a	 light	 T-shirt,	 summer	 riding	 
gloves,	 and	 jeans,	 this	 was	 a	 bit	 of	 a	 cause	 for	 concern.	 This	 furry	 little	 tornado	 was	 doing	 
some	 damage!

Picture	 a	 large	 man	 on	 a	 huge white	 and	 chrome	 dresser,	 dressed	 in	 jeans,	 a	 T-shirt,	 and	 leather	 
gloves,	 puttering	 at	 maybe	 25	 mph	 down	 a	 quiet	 residential	 street,	 and	 in	 the	 fight	 of	 his	 life	 
with	 a	 squirrel.

And	 losing...

I	 grabbed	 for	 him	 with	 my	 left	 hand.	 
After	 a	 few	 misses,	 I	 finally	 managed	 to	 
snag	 his	 tail.	 With	 all	 my	 strength,	 I	 
flung	 the	 evil	 rodent	 off	 to	 the	 left	 of	 
the	 bike,	 almost	 running	 into	 the	 right	 
curb	 as	 I	 recoiled	 from	 the	 throw.	 That	 
should	 have	 done	 it.	 The	 matter	 should	 
have	 ended	 right	 there.

It	 really	 should	 have.	 The	 squirrel	 
could	 have	 sailed	 into	 one	 of	 the	 
pristinely	 kept	 yards	 and	 gone	 on	 about	 
his	 business,	 and	 I	 could	 have	 headed	 
home.	 No	 one	 would	 have	 been	 the	 wiser.	 
But	 this	 was	 no	 ordinary	 squirrel.	 This	 
was	 not	 even	 an	 ordinary	 angry	 squirrel.	 
This	 was	 an	 EVIL	 MUTANT	 ATTACK	 SQUIRREL	 
OF	 DEATH!



Volume 32, Issue 2 The Miami Wing FEBRUARY 2011

Page 22

Somehow	 he	 caught	 my	 gloved	 finger	 with	 one	 of	 his	 little	 hands;	 and,	 with	 the	 force	 of	 
the	 throw,	 swung	 around	 and	 with	 a	 resounding	 thump	 and	 an	 amazing	 impact,	 he	 landed	 
squarely	 on	 my	 BACK	 and	 resumed	 his	 rather	 antisocial	 and	 extremely	 distracting	 
activities.	 He	 also	 managed	 to	 take	 my	 left	 glove	 with	 him!	 The	 situation	 was	 not	 
improved.	 Not	 improved	 at	 all.	 His	 attacks	 were	 continuing,	 and	 now	 I	 could	 not	 reach	 
him.	 I	 was	 startled,	 to	 say	 the	 least.	 The	 combination	 of	 the	 force	 of	 the	 throw,	 only	 
having	 one	 hand	 (the	 throttle	 hand)	 on	 the	 handlebars,	 and	 my	 jerking	 back	 unfortunately	 
put	 a	 healthy	 twist	 through	 my	 right	 hand	 and	 into	 the	 throttle.	 A	 healthy	 twist	 on	 the	 
throttle	 of	 a Honda	 1800 can	 only	 have	 one	 result.

Torque.

This	 is	 what	 the Honda	 1800 is	 made	 for;	 and	 
she	 is	 very,	 very	 good	 at	 it.	 The	 engine	 
roared,	 and	 the	 front	 wheel	 left	 the	 
pavement.	 The	 squirrel	 screamed	 in	 anger.	 
The Honda	 1800 screamed	 in	 ecstasy.	 I	 
screamed	 in	 -	 well,	 I	 just	 plain	 screamed.

Now	 picture	 a	 large	 man	 on	 a	 huge	 blue	 and	 
chrome	 dresser,	 dressed	 in	 jeans,	 a	 slightly	 
squirrel-torn	 t-shirt,	 wearing	 only	 one	 
leather	 glove,	 and	 roaring	 at	 maybe	 50	 mph	 
and	 rapidly	 accelerating	 down	 a	 quiet	 
residential	 street	 on	 one	 wheel,	 with	 a	 
demonic	 squirrel	 of	 death	 on	 his	 back.

The	 man	 and	 the	 squirrel	 are	 both	 screaming	 
bloody	 murder.

With	 the	 sudden	 acceleration,	 I	 was	 forced	 
to	 put	 my	 other	 hand	 back	 on	 the	 handlebars	 
and	 try	 to	 get	 control	 of	 the	 bike.

This	 was	 leaving	 the	 mutant	 squirrel	 to	 his	 own	 devices;	 but	 I	 really	 did	 not	 want	 to	 
crash	 into	 somebody's	 tree,	 house,	 or	 parked	 car.	 Also,	 I	 had	 not	 yet	 figured	 out	 how	 to	 
release	 the	 throttle.	 My	 brain	 was	 just	 simply	 overloaded.	 I	 did	 manage	 to	 mash	 the	 back	 
brake,	 but	 it	 had	 little	 effect	 against	 the	 massive	 power	 of	 the	 big	 dresser.

About	 this	 time,	 the	 squirrel	 decided	 that	 I	 was	 not	 paying	 sufficient	 attention	 to	 this	 
very	 serious	 battle	 (maybe	 he	 was	 an	 evil	 mutant	 NAZI	 attack	 squirrel	 of	 death);	 and	 he	 
came	 around	 my	 neck	 and	 got	 INSIDE	 my	 full-face	 helmet	 with	 me.	 As	 the	 faceplate	 closed	 
part	 way,	 he	 began	 hissing	 in	 my	 face.	 I	 am	 quite	 sure	 my	 screaming	 changed	 intensity.	 
It	 had	 little	 effect	 on	 the	 squirrel,	 however.	 The	 RPMs	 on	 the Goldwing	 was maxed	 out	 
(since	 I	 was	 not	 bothering	 with	 shifting	 at	 the	 moment);	 so	 her	 front	 end	 started	 to	 
drop.	 

Now,	 picture	 a	 large	 man	 33165	 on	 a	 huge white	 and	 chrome	 dresser,	 dressed	 in	 jeans,	 a	 
very	 raggedly	 torn	 T-shirt,	 wearing	 only	 one	 leather	 glove,	 roaring	 at	 probably	 80	 mph,	 
still	 on	 one	 wheel,	 with	 a	 large	 puffy	 squirrel's	 tail	 sticking	 out	 of	 the	 mostly	 closed	 
full-face	 helmet.	 By	 now,	 the	 screams	 are	 probably	 getting	 a	 little	 hoarse.	 

Finally,	 I	 got	 the	 upper	 hand.	 I	 managed	 to	 grab	 his	 tail	 again,	 pulled	 him	 out	 of	 my	 
helmet,	 and	 slung	 him	 to	 the	 left	 as	 hard	 as	 I	 could.	 This	 time	 it	 worked	 -	 sort	 of.
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Spectacularly	 sort	 of	 ...so	 to	 speak.

Picture	 a	 new	 scene.	 You	 are	 a	 cop.	 You	 and	 your	 partner	 have	 pulled	 off	 on	 a	 quiet	 
residential	 street	 and	 parked	 with	 your	 windows	 down	 to	 do	 some	 paperwork.	 Suddenly,	 a	 
large	 man	 on	 a	 huge white	 and	 chrome	 dresser,	 dressed	 in	 jeans,	 a	 torn	 T-shirt	 flapping	 
in	 the	 breeze,	 and	 wearing	 only	 one	 leather	 glove,	 moving	 at	 probably	 80	 mph	 on	 one	 
wheel,	 and	 screaming	 bloody	 murder	 roars	 by,	 and	 with	 all	 his	 strength	 throws	 a	 live	 
grenade	 directly	 into	 your	 police	 car.

I	 heard	 screams.

They	 weren't	 mine.

I	 managed	 to	 get	 the	 big	 motorcycle	 under	 control	 and	 dropped	 the	 front	 wheel	 to	 the	 
ground.	 I	 then	 used	 maximum	 braking	 and	 skidded	 to	 a	 stop	 in	 a	 cloud	 of	 tire	 smoke	 at	 
the	 stop	 sign	 of	 a	 busy	 Highway	 70.	 I	 would	 have	 returned	 to	 'fess	 up	 (and	 to	 get	 my	 
glove	 back).	 I	 really	 would	 have.	 Really.	 Except	 for	 two	 things.

First,	 the	 cops	 did	 not	 seem	 interested	 or	 the	 slightest	 bit	 concerned	 about	 me	 at	 the	 
moment.	 When	 I	 looked	 back,	 the	 doors	 on	 both	 sides	 of	 the	 patrol	 car	 were	 flung	 wide	 
open.	 The	 cop	 from	 the	 passenger	 side	 was	 on	 his	 back,	 doing	 a	 crab	 walk	 into	 somebody's	 
front	 yard,	 quickly	 moving	 away	 from	 the	 car.	 The	 cop	 who	 had	 been	 in	 the	 driver's	 seat	 
was	 standing	 in	 the	 street,	 aiming	 a	 riot	 shotgun	 at	 his	 own	 police	 car.

So,	 the	 cops	 were	 not	 interested	 in	 me.	 They	 often	 insist	 to	 "let	 the	 professionals	 
handle	 it"	 anyway.

That	 was	 one	 thing.	 The	 other?

Well,	 I	 could	 clearly	 see	 shredded	 and	 flying	 pieces	 of	 foam	 and	 upholstery	 from	 the	 
back	 seat.	 But	 I	 could	 also	 swear	 I	 saw	 the	 squirrel	 in	 the	 back	 window,	 shaking	 his	 
little	 fist	 at	 me.	 That	 is	 one	 dangerous	 squirrel.	 And	 now	 he	 has	 a	 patrol	 car.	 A	 
somewhat	 shredded	 patrol	 car,	 but	 it	 was	 all	 his.

I	 took	 a	 deep	 breath,	 turned	 on	 my	 turn-signal,	 made	 a	 gentle left	 turn	 off	 
of Cumberland	 Cove Rd.,	 onto Hwy	 70	 and	 sedately	 left	 the	 neighborhood.	 I	 decided	 it	 was	 
best	 to	 just	 buy	 myself	 a	 new	 pair	 of	 gloves.	 And	 a	 whole	 lot	 of	 Band-Aids
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PR Activities

The Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation holds an annual South Florida 
“RIDE FOR KIDS”

Miami Wings participates in the annual Brain Tumor Foundations South Florida 
“Ride For Kids”# # # # # # # # Thank you Chuck

As well, every month at our Gathering we pass around a donations jar.  We ask 
folks to give a minimum of a gallon of gas, or ~ $3.  More is appreciated!

fundraiser - proceeds benefits Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation.  For more 
information please visit their website at www.pbtfus.org .

The 2011 South Florida Ride for Kids will be held on April 3 in Deerfield Beach 
at Quiet Waters Park 401 S. Powerline Rd.  

If anyone has something they know of (rides, events, etc. let us know.  We will 
be glad to post them.
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Congrat's Ride Incentive Winner -
Barbara Gall took home the ride 
incentive prize to a tune of $140.  
Vincente be careful you have some 
competition!!  Congradulations Barbara!!

FL2-E Breakfast Give-a-Way
Don’t forget to look for your member number in this month’s newsletter.  One lucky 
person (member, family member, or associate member) wins a full breakfast with 
drink provided to the person whose number appears in the newsletter.  You can e-
mail Gail at erlingtwo@juno.com or call (786) 208-6969.

The breakfast may be claimed at the next gathering and cannot be transferred or 
exchanged for cash please.  Remember, you must call or e-mail Gail before the next 
gathering to be able to claim the breakfast.

Member’s Recognition
There’s three members on our recognition page this month:  Ken Melhado and Charlie and Kirsten 
Daye.  They are competing in the Top Gun Competition in Clearwater on Feb 5th  as representatives 
of Miami Wings.  Our “good luck” goes out to them.  Here’s hoping they place in the top three, 
because they are all so deserving. 

Thought's & Prayer's . . .

We understand Pam Saylor is having a hard time healing from their 
motorcycle accident.  All the Miami Wings send their best wishes and 
hope she starts to mend soon.  We miss your smiling faces, Pam and 
Herb. On that same note, we have the smiling face of Barbara Terry 
back on our rides again after her second hip surgery.  Welcome back, 
Barbara.
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Second Chance . . .
MIAMI WINGS has a winner for those that 
may not win in each month’s prize 
drawings and the 50 $ 50 $ 25

It’s our ‘SECOND CHANCE DRAWING’...

At the end of our monthly meeting put your name & number on the ticket’s you didnt win 
with, drop them in the designated bucket, and keep your fingers crossed....Who knows, we 
may be calling you!!!

Great mexican taste at great prices

Drawing is held at our annual Holiday Celebration

Cafe Tex Mex in Kendall
12055 SW 117th Av.
(305) 232-8899
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Recipe of the Month-

Frozen Raspberry 
Dessert

Ingredients:

10 oz.	

	

 Frozen raspberries in syrup
1 c.	

 	

 Sugar
1	

 	

 Egg white
¼ c.	

 	

 Lemon juice
1 c.	

 	

 Chilled whipping cream

Preparation Directions:
1.  Beat raspberries in syrup, sugar, egg, and lemon juice for 5 minutes.
2.  In another bowl beat cream until stiff.  Fold in raspberry mixture.
3.  Pour into an 8”x8” dish.  Freeze until firm.

Remember: If you have a recipie you would like to share - send it to Gail at erlingtwo@juno.com
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12075 SW 152nd ST.

Deerwood Plaza

GWRRA Florida District
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GWRRA WEB LINKSGWRRA WEB LINKS
National GWRRA Web Page www.GWRRA.org

Region “A” Web Page www.gwrra-regiona.org/indexmain.html

Florida District Web Page http://fla.gwrra-regiona.org/

Chapter FL2-E “Miami Wings” Web Page www.fl2e.org

Chapter FL2-E “Miami WIngs Photos http://picasaweb.google.com/bayardlee

Chapter FL2-R “Rain Riders” Web Page http://www.fl2-r.com/

GWRRA Official Products http://www.gwrra.org/wearhouse/index.html

GW Pin and Patch http://www.gwpins.com/

The Engraver http://www.thengraver.com/

OTHER LINKS/NUMBERSOTHER LINKS/NUMBERS
Honda Directline Parts http://www.directlineparts.com/

Wingstuff http://wingstuff.com

Rick Case Honda http://www.rickcasehonda.net/

Golden Corral http://www.goldencorral.com/

Half Breed Cycles http://www.halfbreedcycles.com/

Jeffrey Weiner http://www.jeffweiner.com

Ruby Tuesday http://www.rubytuesday.com

CD TEK (786) 291-6979 Chris

Cafe Tex Mex (305) 232-8899
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FEBRUARY 2011
Rides and Events

FEBRUARY 2011
Rides and Events

FEBRUARY 2011
Rides and Events
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FEBRUARY 2011
Rides and Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Lunch Ride

FL2-R
Monthly Gathering

Cooper City 7p

Don Comerone Bike 
Night 730p

Hooters Bike Night 
7p

3
Happy Birthday 
Rick Schmidt

Bike Night Bettyʼs 
Burgers 7p

4
Liberty 

Association Club 
House Dinner 7p

5
FL1-K2 

Motorcycle Skills 
and Challenge 

Rally

Everglades 
Seafood Festival

6 7 8 9
Lunch Ride

Don Comerone 
Bike Night 730p

Hooters Bike 
Night 7p

10
Bike Night Bettyʼs 

Burgers 7p

11
Liberty 

Association Club 
House Dinner 7p

12

Garlic Festival

13 14 15 16
Lunch Ride

Don Comerone 
Bike Night 730p

Hooters Bike 
Night 7p

17
Bike Night Bettyʼs 

Burgers 7p

18
Happy Birthday 

Elba Matilla

Liberty 
Association Club 
House Dinner 7p

19
Officers 

Certification 
Program

FL2-G Chili Cook 
Off

Ride to Titanic 
Restaurant

20
FL2-E 

Monthly 
Gathering 8a

Officers Certification 
Program

Happy Birthday 
Charlie Daye

21 22 23
Lunch Ride

Don Comerone 
Bike Night 730p

Hooters Bike 
Night 7p

24
Bike Night Bettyʼs 

Burgers
7p

25 
FL1-A2 Lakeside 

Rally

Liberty 
Association Club 
House Dinner 7p

26
LaBelle Swamp 

Cabbage Festival

Lunch/Dinner 
Ride to Deli Lane

27
Police Ride from 
Snapper Creek to 

Key Largo

28
Happy Birthday 
Russell Faibisch
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One Last Reminder

Next Gathering
Sunday - February 20, 2011   
Golden Corral, Florida City

EXIT # 1 on FL Turnpike
Breakfast at 8:00 am
 Gathering at 9:00 am

Door Prizes

50 $ 25 $ 25
Please remember our 

sponsors when you are out 
and about
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