
August           WWiinngg--WWiissddoomm           2010 

 

òFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowledgeó 
1 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gold Wing Road Riders Association 

Aug 2010                           RReeggiioonn  ññAAòò,,          FFlloorr iiddaa  DDiissttrr iicctt             Volume 31, Issue 08 



August           WWiinngg--WWiissddoomm           2010 

 

òFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowledgeó 
2 

 

Page 2: Table of Contents ï the place to stay up to date 

 

Page 3: Next Gathering (see picôs) / Our Breakfast events 

 

Page 4: Miami Wings, FL2-E info / Web info 

 

Page 5: National, Regional & District Staff- stay informed for FUN 

 

Page 6: FL2-E Chapter Director Gailôs Gab / New Officer Training 

 

Page 7: A Message from Your District Directors / Advertising 

 

Page 8-10:   Denis & Darla: District Couple of the Year and 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators articles 

Cartoon 

 

Page 11-12: Ron Houghtonôs Safe, Safely, Safety / Advertising 

 

Page 13: Jeffôs Corner (advice you hope to never need . . .) 

 

Page 14-15: Rides and Events- see rides and photos of FUN everyoneôs having 

 

Page 16: PR Activities, staying involved with our communities  

 

Page 17-18: GWRRA Events and Upcoming FL2-E Rides 

 

Page 19: FL2-E Calendar and advertising  

 

Page 20: Ride Incentive Winner / Breakfast Give-a-way / Member Recognition 

 

Page 21: About a Second Chance / Advertising 

 

Page 22: Miami Wings Recipe of the Month, mmm mmm good 

 

Page 23: Florida Chapter locations / Advertising 

 

Page 24: Our Sponsor: Rick Case Honda ï See Gail for those Raffle Tickets!  



August           WWiinngg--WWiissddoomm           2010 

 

òFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowledgeó 
3 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

  

Next Gathering 

Sunday, August 15, 2010    

Golden Corral, Florida City  

EXIT # 1 on FL Turnpike  

Breakfast at 8:00 am  -  Gathering at 9:00 am 

 

 

 

 

http://bikeacrossamerica.org/trip-report/day28/golden-corral.jpg
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Miami Wings, FL2-E Chapter Officers and Staff 
 

Chapter Director:  Gail Landsnaes               (786) 208-6969  

 

 Assistant Chapter Directors:  Vince & Myriam Andreu     (305) 798-3488 

 

      Rider Educators: Ron & Eileen Houghton                 (305) 242-9208  

 

Public Relations Coordinator:  Rod Cullen    (954) 257-3049 

 

  Treasurer: Doug Roth                                     (305) 247-9777 

 

Webmaster:     Lee Chamberlain                                (305) 259-0304  

 

 Newsletter Editor & Publisher: Karen Chamberlain  (305) 259-0304 

  

CPR/First Aid Coord/Instructor: Andy Ciuro        (305) 235-2688  

 

Ride Committee: Anyone & everyone ïthis is your Chapter!  

          

     Chapter Sail Makers:  Bev & Ron McDonald             (305) 453-9627      

 

         Goodie Sales:  RV & Barbara Terry             (786) 258-1583 

 

Greeter:  Our wonderful Ruth Harvey 

 

Sunshine Coordinators:  
Richard & Diane Schmidt (and of course, mom)                (305) 226-9439 

               

Chapter Clown: Mark Coulton                       (954) 309-3909  
 

Couple of the Year &  Member Enhancement:  
Denis Turcotte & Darla Williams   (305) 731-0507 

 

National GWRRA Web Page: http://www.gwrra.org 

Region ñAò Web Page: http://www.gwrra-regiona.org/indexmain.html 

Florida District Web Page:  http://www.floridadistrict.com/~fla/indexfla.html 

Chapter FL2-E, ñMiami Wingsò Web Page: http://www.FL2E.org  

Chapter Photos - http://picasaweb.google.com/bayardlee 

http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra-regiona.org/indexmain.html
http://www.floridadistrict.com/~fla/indexfla.html
http://www.fl2e.org/
http://picasaweb.google.com/bayardlee
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National, Regional & District Staff  

 

GWRRA National Office ï 21423 North 11
th
 Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85027 

CEO, COB, Founder: Paul Hildebrand (paulh@gwrra.org)   800.843.9460 
 

International Director of GWRRA:  Mike Stiger (Director@gwrra.org)   517.420.4535 
 

International  Directors, Rider Ed:  Gene &  Betty Knutson (fop4051@gmail.com) 352.428.0785 
 

Region ñAò Directors: Bob & Nan Shrader         352.668.3164 

 

FL District Directors: Bill  & Gina Berry           Cell: 863.860.4484 Bill  

Bgberry93@tampabay.rr.com              Cell: 863.860.4769 Gina 
 

District Rider Educators: Don & Judy Danbury ddanbury@tampbay.rr.com  813.754.5459 
 

Asst District Directors: Cliff Hotchkiss chotchkiss@cfl.rr.com    407.277.9207 
 

Asst District Directors:  Bruce Griffing &  Mary Haight bagriffing@embarqmail.com 239.945.7510 

District Membership Enhancement 
 

Asst District Directors: Nate & Danielle Kinion Dkinion1@yahoo.com    850.233.0095 

District Motorist Awareness  
 

Asst District Directors: Harry & Lynn Anderson FLAADD@yahoo.com   321.952.1448 

Chapter of the Year Coordinators 
 

Asst District Directors: Bill & Cheryl Smith wcsmith161@gmail.com       561.278.6187 
 

Asst District Directors: Joe & Jan Mazza jmazza18@tampabay.rr.com   352.746.9030  
 

Asst District Director: Geno & Kathy Jette ADDGeno@yahoo.com   904.276.7488 

 

District Admin Assistant:  Millie Prince FLDISTAA@aol.com    407.221.7144 

District Newsletter Editor  
 

District Treasurers: Jim & Rebecca Iverson jiverson1@gmail.com   813.927.2354 
 

Dist. Rider Ed Assist Administrators: Mike & Bobbie Roy mgroy44@bellsouth.net 850.626.1782 
 

District Leadership Trainers:  Rick & Madalena Buck rmbuck@tampabay.rr.com   813.943.5231  
 

2010-2011 Dist. Couple of the Year: Denis Turcotte & Darla Williams   305.731.0507 
dturcotte@bellsouth.net   Our own FL2-E, Miami Wings 
 

District Webmaster: Howie Taylor  www.floridadistrict.com  

 

 

 

mailto:paulh@gwrra.org
mailto:Director@gwrra.org
mailto:fop4051@gmail.com
mailto:Bgberry93@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:ddanbury@tampbay.rr.com
mailto:chotchkiss@cfl.rr.com
mailto:bagriffing@embarqmail.com
mailto:Dkinion1@yahoo.com
mailto:FLAADD@yahoo.com
mailto:wcsmith161@gmail.com
mailto:jmazza18@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:ADDGeno@yahoo.com
mailto:FLDISTAA@aol.com
mailto:jiverson1@gmail.com
mailto:mgroy44@bellsouth.net
mailto:rmbuck@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:dturcotte@bellsouth.net
http://www.floridadistrict.com/
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  Vpx{Ą£  Vpq 
Well, the dog days of summer are definitely upon us.  Can you believe it was only a few short 

month ago we were talking about how cold it was and how many layers we had to put on to ride.  

Now itôs just the oppositeé.although, we really canôt take layers off because we still need to ride 

safe.  Long sleeves, gloves, boots, and helmet are all necessary no matter what the weather. 

I mentioned the Rider Education Raffle Tickets at the last meeting.  I would like to see everyone 

take tickets for themselves, or better yet to sell to others.  Remember, ticket sales pay for rider 

education.  If we didnôt sell tickets, we would have to pay for each ERC, CPR and First Aid 

Class we take.  If youôd like some tickets (they sell in books of 10), see me at the meeting.  Or, 

buy 100 tickets and Iôll give you 10 extra.  Then, sell them to your friends, work mates, 

neighbors, whoever.  Donôt forget.....the grand prize is a brand new Goldwing! 

Weôve had a lot of interesting rides during the month of July and thatôs going to carry over into 

August.  Check your calendars (or look in this newsletter) to get an idea of how many rides we 

have planned and try to attend as many as you can.  Weôre trying to put out a variety of 

destinations so everyone will have something to look forward to. 

Speaking of destinationsé..a Ride committee meeting is planned for Aug 15 (right after our 

monthly gathering).  Weôll meet at my house and plan the calendars for the next couple of 

months. Open to everyoneé..the only thing I ask you to bring is ideas.  Iôll supply drinks and 

snacks. As I say in each of my e-mail reminders, ñhope to see a lot of you thereò.  
  Gail 

And, in case you havenôt heard . . . our Officers attended new training . . . 

   

Learning all kinds of wonderful, FUN things GWRRA!!!  
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Aug 2010 Message From Your District Directors 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Florida District Newsletter 
 

 

 

 

When you put your cursor on this you will see cursor change 

into a hand     , which means this is the ólinkô  - 

this will take you to the Florida District Newsletter ï enjoy! 

Bill and Gina Berry, Florida District Directors  

Cell: 863-860-4484 Bill,    Cell: 863-860-4769 Gina     bgberry93@tampabay.rr.com 

The Capri Italian Restaurant 
The Finest Classic Italian Dishes and Pastas 
My family has owned and operated Capri Restaurant since 1958.  

We offer the finest classic Italian dishes and pastas as well as delicious,  

fresh seafood, steaks, pork and veal. Our chefs use only the freshest  

ingredients and will gladly prepare your favorite meal.  

Whether you choose from this catering menu or have our experienced, dedicated staff work with you on a custom 

menu, we look forward to catering your special event.  

Thank you,      Mon-Thurs: 11:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

James P. Accursio    Fri-Sat: 11:00 a.m. - 10:30 p.m. 

Voice: (305)-247-1542   Sunday: 4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Fax:    (305)-247-7027 

  

http://fla.gwrra-regiona.org/newsletter.html
mailto:bgberry93@tampabay.rr.com
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    Couple of the Year ð  

  Denis & Darla 
Whoo Hoo!!! We are havin' a BLAST as we travel all over proudly representing the state of 

Florida as the 2010 District Couple of the Year. July was fabulous. We left Hiawassee, Georgia 

and headed out for the Wisconsin Dells to attend the Wisconsin District Convention. Our route 

took us through North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Ohio, Michigan, 

Indiana, Illinois and finally to Wisconsin.  
  

We managed to find a short stretch of old US 66 in Illinois which was really cool. The Dells has 

been on my "bucket list" for a few years now and it was great to finally get there. We found the 

host hotel but didn't have a reservation so we pulled into the lower parking lot. We made our way 

to the front desk to see if we could get a room and I looked out the windows and said, "Well, 

there's Tammy's trike." Although we hadn't communicated with each other after leaving 

Hiawassee, we managed to arrive at the Dells at the same time! Talk about coordinating a ride!  
  
We spent two days at the convention, participating in the games and taking seminars. Mike & 

Jane Hultine, the Wisconsin DDs, and their whole district team and membership again treated us 

like celebrities. At closing ceremonies Denis and I were awarded certificates and (best of all) $20 

in gift cards to Culver's Ice Cream for traveling the longest distance to the convention. 
   
On Monday before Wing Ding, we rode out to Freedom Rock. When we got there, I realized that 

we had red, white and blue bikes there and that Steve Kremer, Roy Fosnight and Denis were all 

veterans so I had them pose with their bikes in front of the rock for a picture. If you haven't heard 

of Freedom Rock or gotten an e-mail about it, the link to Freedom Rock is 

www.thefreedomrock.com. Jim and Sue Jackson were with us in their van and we stopped for 

lunch at a Country Kitchen and actually were able to get sweet tea with our lunch! Unusual in 

Iowa. 
  
 That evening we toured the Bridges of Madison County and rode past John Wayne's birthplace 

home. Alabama District MAD Coordinators, Terry and Barbie Cleveland, had done the 

"Bridges" earlier and Terry graciously acted as ride leader and tour guide. Although we traveled 

over 8 miles on a gravel road the ride was incident free. Plus, the ride lasted so long that it was 

dark and close to 10 by the time we got back to Des Moines so we had no choice but to have 

Dairy Queen for supper! 
  
Wing Ding was great. We attended the International Couple of the Year selection and cheered 

and cheered for our Region A couple, Steven and Tammy Hollingsworth, but the couple from 

Region H, Fred and Mandy Mew, were chosen as the new International Couple.  

 

When Wing Ding opened, we saw many of the new friends we had made since leaving 

Hiawassee and we made even more friends during Wing Ding. At Wing Ding 30 in Greenville 

two years ago, the only people we knew were members of FL2-E and a handful of people from 

other Florida chapters. This year we saw people from all over the country who we have met in 

our travels. 

http://www.thefreedomrock.com/
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We had a great time working the ticket booth on Thursday to help South Carolina out and on 

Saturday with our own District and we attended nine Leadership Training seminars and two 

Membership Enhancement seminars.  
  
We decided to leave after closing ceremonies in order to get ahead of the rain that was predicted. 

Our trip home took us through Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. It was oppressively hot but, since we stay off of the 

Interstates as much as possible, the scenery was great. At one point in Oklahoma I wanted to stop 

and take a picture of the mountain view...it looked just like the Carolinas. 
  
Oh, and we managed to stay ahead of the weather until about 30 miles from Denis's sister's place 

in Crystal River! We got pretty wet before Denis was able to pull under the canopy of the gas 

pumps at an abandoned Circle K. We were on our way to Inverness for their chapter gathering so 

we changed clothes in a gas station and got to the gathering place just as Rachel was calling the 

gathering to order. 
  
We stayed with Denis's sister two nights and then headed on home. We got here a little after 5 

p.m. on Thursday, July 8; 3 weeks and 36 hours after we left. We traveled 5550 miles, visited 

three chapters, attended two District Conventions and Wing Ding. 
  
We're took a break for a couple of weeks to enjoy a visit with Denis's son and grandson but we 

are already back in the swing of chapter visitations. We visited Panama City and Wesley Chapel 

the first week of August.  
  
Have a great month, keep hydrated and be safe out there!  

Denis & Darla 

Southernmost Couple of the Year (Chapter FL2-E Miami Wings) 

2010-2011 Florida District Couple of the Year 

 

 

 

  
 

  

Is There A Phantom in Your House? 
When Denis and I took the Officer Certification Training in May one of the modules 

addressed ñPhantom Membersò.  So, that is the topic of this monthôs Membership Enhancement 

article. Below is a good explanation of ñPhantom Membersò.  
  

This is from Vol.29, Issue 7 of the Maryland District Newsletter and was written by Rick and 

Cathy Brown, District Membership Enhancement Coordinators. 
  

"PHANTOM MEMBERS" sometimes known as Chapter "hitch hikers" are NOT friends of our 

chapters! Phantom members carry with them the potential to become "chapter killers"!! That's a 

mouth full but read on. 
  

What are "phantom members"? These are (members) who attend gatherings and show an interest 

in the ongoing opportunities provided by the Chapter. They may attend gatherings, attend rides 

sponsored by the Chapter, may even attend or "help out" at Chapter social events and fund 
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raisers. But, they are "not" Chapter members! They have never joined GWRRA!!! In most 

instances these tend to be past members who simply allow their memberships to lapse or are 

spouses or other family members of actual members. Phantom members usually obtain and use 

and absorb Chapter Funds just the same as Chapter Members who paid for them. Therefore, 

Phantom Members are obtaining the same Chapter resources for free. * 
  

*"Phantom Members" technically aren't eligible for door prizes, 50-50, ride lottery, Rider Education 

classes etc. 
  

 If you have an "individual membership", and have other people in your household, then they are 

missing out on some great Benefits. For only $10 a year more, you can have a family 

membership. With a family membership, your co-member also receives a membership card and 

also a "Rescue" card (or rescue plus card if you're a rescue plus member)  good for towing and 

other services. Also with a family membership, you can sign up all of your children as members 

for free and they become eligible for member benefits also. If you want your children to also 

have membership cards and Rescue cards, it's only $5 more per child. Anyone with a rescue card 

can get free emergency fuel delivery and free 35 mile towing for any motorcycle. If you have 

"rescue Plus", anyone with a card can get free towing for up to 100 miles for any non-

commercial vehicle that they own. 
  

To find out how to enroll your co-member or children and help us eliminate "Phantom members" 

from Miami Wings and gain great benefits for your co-member and children just call or email 

Denis & Darla.  

 

Denis & Darla 

Southernmost Couple of the Year  

2010-2011 Florida District Couple of the Year 

I've opened an email account just for GWRRA related emails.  

It is: southernmostcoy@gmail.com.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:southernmostcoy@gmail.com
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Ron Houghton, FL2-E, Probation Rider Educator 
 

Double-up:  Riders beware 
 

Remember when you straddled your first bike and rocketed down the driveway, road, or 

whatever you were on.  What was your level of your anxiety?  Anyway, the level that you are 

willing to admit to.  If you were real young there wasn't much, I presume.  For me, I didn't have 

enough experience to be afraid of anything at age 13.  I worked at a bicycle shop that happened 

to sell Harley-Davidson and BMW cycles.  The shop owner considered me an expert on a 

bicycle.  He would let me ride the little cycles.  My first was a Harley Hummer, the only 2-cycle 

that I believe they made.  I graduated up to the bigger BMW and promptly dumped it.  My first 

defeat and well remembered.  The shop owner then restricted me to the Harley. 

 

I rode many years solo and didn't realize my riding habits until I took a course to get the 

motorcycle endorsement for my driverôs license.  I drove my cycle to the course and after the 

first riding day, I was so aware of bad habits that I thought I was riding for the first time.  If you 

are an experienced rider and don't have an endorsement, take a Motorcycle Safety Foundation 

(MSF) course.  It is worth the expense. 

 

I thought I was blessed with a wife who wanted to hop on the back and go with me.  That is 

when another Universe popped up.  I was made aware of left turns and that the bike leans when 

turning, etc.  Daah!!!  She also presented numerous other habits that, to this day, I have no clue 

what she was talking about.  It was around this time that I was wondering if she would consider 

riding her own bike. Regardless, we practiced regularly, at the abandoned Homestead Air Base 

Housing where there were streets with no traffic.  After some practice time, we ventured into 

traffic.  It was through this experience when I understood: ñI am not solo anymore!ò 

 

During group rides, one becomes acutely aware of other riders ñriding style.ò  Feathers have 

been ruffled.  The person sitting on your rear seat also has a style and it may not match yours.  

First, however, I want the rider to consider this:  Put someone on your handlebars that you can 

almost see over so you have to ride with your head cocked to look around them.  Then take your 

hands off of the handlebars and let the bike do its thing.  Travel 150 miles in this position.  This 

is absurd you mumble.  Take your co-rider's position.  They have to depend on your skill level, 

and theirs, to experience riding like it is the greatest thing since XXX.  They have to do it being 

mostly blinded by your head and not having anything to hang on to like your handlebars.  When 

you make a decision to jerk you bike around an object that they don't see, they feel less than 

secure.  Last week, a co-rider fell of a bike and was run over by a semi-truck due to a quick 

unanticipated move.  By experiencing many 2-up miles, both may become more secure with each 

otherôs style.  It almost never becomes totally synced. 

 




